This Page Is Inserted by IFW Operations 
and is not a part of the Official Record 



BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of 
the original documents submitted by the appHcant. 

Defects in the images may include (but are not limited to): 

• BLACK BORDERS 

• TEXT CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

• FADED TEXT 

• ILLEGBLETEXT 

• SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

• COLORED PHOTOS 

• BLACK OR VERY BLACK AND WHITE DARK PHOTOS 

• GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 



As rescanning documents will not correct images, 
please do not report the images to the 
Image Problem Mailbox. 



Aug-OS-2002 OGiZlpm From-MORGAN & PINNEGAN LLP 



+2127516849 



T-084 P. 010/028 F-616 



yATENT PockPt No. 43Q3-40U3US3 

IN THE UNITED STATgS PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



AppUi^ant 
Serial No. 
Filed 
For 



Jacob Richier c;, '4I 
09/864,389 
May 25, 2001 

LONGITUDINALtY Fl-EXlBUE STENT 



Croup Art Uni?: 3731 

Examiner; Bui, Vy Q, 



A2isist»nt Commissioner for P^tentJi 
W^sbingroo, D C. 20231 



FAXED COPY RECEIVED 

AUG 0 5 2002 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3700 



PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Sir: 



Please emei the foUowmg prior to examinaiiop of the previously elected 

Claims 1-30. 
Ip the Claims: 

Please amend the foUowing claims: 



(Amende^) i. A stent for holding open a blood vessel coniprising: 




a first loop coniaining section ,tbe first loop contaiaing section 
arranged generally in the e^rcv^ dixeciion, the loops in said first loop containing 

section occurring at a first fiequeitcy; 



b. a second loojreontaining section, the second loop containing 
section arranged generally in the circumfehsmial direction, the loops in said second loop 
containing section also occurring ax said first frequency; and 
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c. a Third loop oomaining section the third loop containing section, 
the loops in smd third loop contmning section occurring at a second frequency that is 
higher than said first frequency, disposed in the generaJiy circumferential space between 
said first and second loop containing secijons and alternately joined to said first and 
second loop containing sections, 

d. wherein the loops in first, second and third loop containing 
sections are disposed and adapted to cooperate so ihats components of said third loop 
containing section contribute to the ceirs elongating or shortening when the stem is 
flexed in a vessel- 



(Amendec 



A stent for widening a vessel in the human body comprising: 



a. a phit;ality of first circumferential bands containing a pattern of 
loops at a first frequency; 

b- a plurality of secona^rcumferenual bands containing a pattern of 
loops at a second frequency higher than said fu:stftequency» alternating with said first 
circumferential bands and periodically coupled thereto t6>|onn cells, 

c, wherein loops in said bands are disposed ahd^apted to cooperate 
so ihat, the higher frequency band components contribute most of the defoliation during 
flexing of the stem. 



Please add t he following claims: 
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